
PASSION/PALM SUNDAY 
RESPONSIVE READING 

From Psalm 118, Matthew 21, Luke 19, and Mark 11  
(New International Version and New English Bible translations) 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.  

LET ISRAEL SAY: “HIS LOVE ENDURES FOREVER.” 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man. 

OPEN TO ME THE GATES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS; THAT I MAY 
ENTER THROUGH THEM AND GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD.  

This is the gate of the Lord, the righteous shall enter through it.  

I WILL GIVE YOU THANKS, FOR YOU ANSWERED ME; YOU HAVE 
BECOME MY SALVATION.  

The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this 
is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes.  

THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE; LET US REJOICE AND BE 
GLAD IN IT.  O LORD, SAVE US; O LORD, GRANT US SUCCESS.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  From the 
house of the Lord we bless you. 

THE LORD IS GOD, AND HE HAS MADE HIS LIGHT SHINE UPON 
US.  WITH BOUGHS IN HAND, JOIN IN THE FESTAL PROCESSION 
UP TO THE HORNS OF THE ALTAR.  

You are my God, and I will give you thanks; you are my God, and I 
will exalt you.  

GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD, FOR HE IS GOOD; HIS LOVE 
ENDURES FOREVER 

They were now approaching Jerusalem, and when they reached 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, He sent two of 
His disciples with these instructions: 

 “GO TO THE VILLAGE AHEAD OF YOU, AND AS YOU ENTER IT, 
YOU WILL FIND TETHERED THERE A COLT WHICH NO ONE HAS 
YET RIDDEN.  UNTIE IT AND BRING IT HERE.” 

If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here without delay.’ ” 

THIS TOOK PLACE TO FULFILL WHAT WAS SPOKEN THROUGH 
THE PROPHET:  “SAY TO THE DAUGHTER OF ZION, ‘SEE, YOUR 



KING COMES TO YOU, MEEK AND RIDING ON A DONKEY, ON A 
COLT, THE FOAL OF A DONKEY.’ ” 

They went and found a colt outside in the street, tethered at a 
door.  As they untied it, some people standing there asked, “What 
are you doing, untying that colt?” 

THEY ANSWERED AS JESUS HAD TOLD THEM, AND THE PEOPLE 
LET THEM GO.  SO THEY BROUGHT THE COLT TO JESUS AND 
SPREAD THEIR CLOAKS ON IT, AND HE MOUNTED. 

Many people carpeted the road with their cloaks, while others 
spread branches they had cut in the fields.  Those who went 
ahead and those who followed shouted,  

 “HOSANNAH!  BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF 
THE LORD!  BLESSED IS THE COMING KINGDOM OF OUR FATHER 
DAVID!  PEACE IN HEAVEN AND GLORY IN THE HIGHEST!” 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples!” “I tell you,” He replied, “If they keep quiet, 
the stones will cry out.” When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole 
city was stirred.  “Who is this?” people asked. 

AND THE CROWD REPLIED, “THIS IS JESUS, THE PROPHET 
FROM NAZARETH IN GALILEE.” 

 
The Word of the Lord. 

THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 


