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Dear Members and Friends,

In my January 16, 2011 sermon | told how my oldest daughter has been
dealing with the effects of a nasty infection which has only been relatively
recently diagnosed. As several have been asking me questions about this,
while expressing genuine concern and gracious compassion, | thought I'd
summarize the story for all here. Many of you know of Lydia’s struggle with all
sorts of inexplicable symptoms including movement disorders, occasional

R vocal tics, temporary loss of language/ability to speak and/or even walk, all of
which (and more) have been plaguing her off and on since at least a year ago ... on Ash Wednesday,
February 17, 2010 (5 days before her 18" birthday) we rushed her to the hospital by ambulance fearing a
stroke, for (among other things) her entire right side had gone flaccid, she couldn’t speak, and facial features
all resembled stroke symptoms. Well, it's been a roller coaster ride through the medical community of
Rhode Island and Massachusetts ever since, with several doctors, four different neurologists, two
psychiatrists ... none of whom offered any clear diagnosis other than the apparently catch all “conversion
disorder” because they could find “nothing wrong.” Understandably weary of doctors, Lydia nevertheless
needed to have a physical exam for college last August, so we went to a walk-in clinic ... and lo and
behold, a wonderfully thorough, personable and competent general practitioner there asked her question
after question, actually listened to her answers, and it was soon obvious to us he was (a) taking her
seriously (a refreshingly new experience!) and (b) knew where he was going with this diagnosis. To make a
long story short, he ordered a “SPECT” scan of her head (a nuclear imaging test) in December which
confirmed there is widespread encephalopathy (brain disease/inflammation) which is consistent with a long
term, deeply entrenched, well-established infection of Lyme’s disease ... and it's quite likely this has
been growing for years. The good news is she finally has an accurate diagnosis, and it should be
treatable with an intense antibiotic regimen. Thank you for your concern, prayers and loving interest.

| told that story in relation to an illustration from C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity, where he likened the
process of our sanctification to an infection taking over our minds, hearts and souls. Lewis calls it God's
good infection; we “catch” this infectious holiness from the presence of Christ Himself. The longer our
association with the Holy One, the more we find ourselves responding, behaving, and thinking in ways
that display this good infection of our spirit ... and part of our calling as a church is to go into the world as
His infectious representatives, lovingly spreading the good “disease” of holiness wherever we go!

Stephen L. Clark, Pastor

Scenes from our
Jan. 23 Potluck,
and the Sunday
School Christmas
pageant Dec. 12 |




THIS MONTH IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
christianed@gccp.org
Stephen Nazareth, Seth Paradise, Lisa David, Wendy Petrucci, Timoli Richardson
Rachael Czepyha and Chris Nazareth

WHAT’'S GOING ON IN ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Harry Curran is in charge of our adult education program this year, and he is excited about diving into different

parts of the Bible. Topics that we’ll study soon include Following : :?
the Apostle Peter beginning on February 13. We meet in the [Eﬁ /g _

parlor during the Sunday School hour at 9:00; please join us.

WINTER FOOD DRIVE: Grades 3 & 4 will be collecting non-perishable food items during
February! Please bring your donations to Sunday School; the class that brings the most will
win a prize. Items may also be left in the box on the stage, but those items will not get class
credit. Thank you to all who contribute to this ministry!
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WEB SITE

Check out our website at www.gccp.org. Register as a new user and you're off! Our calendar is now online
and up to date. If you have an event you would like listed or if you would like your existing listing jazzed up, let
us know or ask Sue Desmond for help. Past issues of the Fishermen’s News are filed on our website as well
as past sermons, which you will find under the Pastor’'s page. Please feel free to make suggestions as to how
the website would be more useful to you.

29 Eleven NEWS

Jeremiah 29:11: For | know the plans | have for you, declares the LORD,
plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

Chris, Matt, Eric, Timoli, Emmy, Cait and Steve invite all youth in grades 7 through 12 to check out the new

29 Eleven Student Ministries on Sunday nights from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Bring a friend and enjoy, music, games,
food and great messages each and every week. Participate in fun-filled retreats
during the year and a rewarding mission trip next summer.

CHILDREN'S CHURCH

In order to make it possible for each Children’s Church team to teach just one Sunday each month, we are
looking for a few more people to form one more teaching team. If you are able to help, please let us know.
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LOVE D

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. >
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of )
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. (I Cor. 13:4-7 NIV)

| Corinthians 13, the Love Chapter, gets trotted out at weddings or around Valentine’s
Day to remind us of the true quality of divine love. If we want to make the most of a relationship, here are
guidelines laid out by Paul to the church at Corinth.

Now, don’t get me wrong, this is good advice here for couples in love, but Paul had something more in mind.
Romantic or spousal relationships have challenges, but we are in such relationships by choice. We want them
to work. But what about those relationships that aren’t our choice; the aggravating neighbors who have loud
parties every weekend; the panhandler passed by on the way to work; a teenage daughter’'s questionable
boyfriend; the couple in the congregation who love to gossip? How are you loving them; without envy and
anger; with patience and kindness? This is Valentine’s Day, let's resolve to love all, with God’s great love.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. (I Cor. 13:13 NIV)

(from Devotional Thought used by permission)

FOR THE HEART

I hear no one boast, that he has a knowledge of the Scriptures, but rather that he owns a Bible written
in golden characters. And tell me then, of what profit is this? The Holy
Scriptures were not given to us that we should enclose them in books,
but that we should engrave them upon our hearts.

- St. John Chrysostom
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THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE

“I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that | may share in its blessings.”
(1 Corinthians 9:32)

Stewardship Campaign 2011

The number of pledges received to date is up from last year. This is the result of some
people pledging for the first time and others returning to pledging. A special Thank You to
those who have moved away from Rhode Island, but continue to support the programs
here at Greenwood.

We have received 137 pledges totaling $259,312. Of the 137 pledging units, there are 7
new pledges, 49 increased pledges, 68 unchanged pledges, and 13 decreased pledges.

The median pledge for 2011 is $23.08 per week; half of the pledges are greater than that amount and half are
less. This is an increase of $2.20 over the median pledge from last year. The chart below illustrates our giving
for 2011 and is the typical giving pattern in most congregations; 33 giving units (24%) represent 59.0% of our
pledged income.

Weekly Pledge # of Pledges | Total $ % of Pledgers % of Total $
$1.00 to $9.99 21 $6,342.00 15.33% 2.45%
$10.00 to $24.99 51 $44,314.00 37.23% 17.09%
$25.00 to $49.99 32 $55,024.00 23.36% 21.22%
$50.00 to $99.99 22 $73,692.00 16.06% 28.42%
Over $100.00 11 $79,940.00 8.03% 30.83%
137 | $259,312.00 100.00% 100.00%

Memorial and Endowment Fund

The Memorial and Endowment Fund was created "to provide a place to conserve all money from memorial
gifts, bequests, and other monies specifically designated to this fund to benefit the continuing programs of
Greenwood Church." Income from these funds is used as directed by the Trustees to support the programs of
the church in many ways. The principal of the fund cannot be used without the approval of a 3/4 vote of the
congregation at a congregational meeting of the corporation. Since the fund's creation in 1982, contributions
and other receipts transferred to the fund have totaled $493,809.78.

The Board of Trustees requires the Treasurer to provide a monthly analysis of the Fund's market value to
enable the Church to monitor and capture the appreciation from the Fund. As of December 31, 2010, the
market value of the fund was $586,713.13 (over $92,000 more than the principal). This is $78,157.54 (15.4%)
more than a year ago.

Memorial contributions totaling $2495 were made during the year. Gifts were given by George Robinson in
memory of Norman and Elizabeth Robinson, Marjorie Mair, Dr. Jack Robinson, Faye Burlingaine and Larry
Robinson. Other gifts were made in memory of Betty Young, Ann Fraser, Margaret Cady, Constance Pearson,
and Florence Harrison. Presbyterian Women also contributed to the Fund.

Capital Campaign

The Capital Campaign continues to receive funds from the congregation from both the fulfillment of
pledges made and one time gifts. The Treasurer maintains an accounting of the income and expenditures
relative to the capital campaign and the line of credit the church has established in order to make the timely
payments necessary for the steeple and sanctuary roof projects which were completed during the year. This
campaign is still ongoing and the Stewardship Committee appreciates your continuing support and encourages
you to continue to support it as you are able so that we can pay off the line of credit in a timely manner.

2011 Budget

The Session approved a total budget of $332,421 which is 4.1% more than last year. Staffing costs were
increased by 2.5% to recognize the accomplishments and dedication of our staff. Operations, Utilities,
Insurance and Church Programs are being funded at 2010 levels. Directed Mission Giving is being
increased by almost 26% which is 9.4% of the operating budget. The Session decided to increase this area
of our budget to share the income we received from our investments. We also recognize that most of the
Church's activities, funded by all portions of the budget, fall into the broader definition of mission — how we
can bring the Word of God to those around us.

“All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his
own, but they shared everything they had.” (Acts 4:32)

Barry Baxter
Stewardship Committee Chair
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MEMBER CARE COMMITTEE

We began 2011 with Inquirers’ classes on January 9" and 16", followed by the
reception of new members on the 23"™. We hope that many of you were able to
welcome them at the potluck luncheon after church and to bid thanks and farewell to
Nancy Merritt who served so well as our organist and choir director for many years (in
two separate terms) as well as leading many, many Bible study classes. Nancy, we
will all miss your sincere, caring, and insightful presence among us, and we wish you much happiness in your
new home in lllinois.

At our Inquirers’ class on January 9, as is our custom, we went around the circle, sharing tidbits of how
Greenwood Church is part of our lives. | was particularly struck by Pastor Clark’s description of our church as
his extended family, there to support him and his children throughout his 14 years at Greenwood. Certainly
that has been my own experience, too, over many, many years.

In Girl Scouts we sang a song that went, “Make new friends, but keep the old; one is silver and the
other gold.” Isn’t that so true, also, here at Greenwood? This year there are so many friends we have lost.
The oldest of these, Ruth Gorton, was member number 148. She joined Greenwood Church on November 11,
1945! When my mother was a deacon back in the 1950’s, | remember spending Saturday afternoons helping
her and Mrs. Gorton arrange the flowers and set them out with the cross and candlesticks. Back in those days
before the sanctuary was built, we had church in what is now Fellowship Hall, and everything had to be taken
out and put away again before and after the worship service. Each of the deacons was assigned one or two
months of the year. Most of you know Mrs. Gorton as that remarkable 100-year-old lady; it's easy to forget that
today’s senior citizens used to be the young folks in the church. Looking at it from the other direction, in what
will seem like all too short a time, the children in our Sunday School today will become the church leaders of
tomorrow. Let’s all work together to be sure that they are still active church members, here at Greenwood or
wherever they live, when they become adults. It was with great delight that I learned that Melanie Mattis, a
member of our Inquirer’s class, is the great-granddaughter of Barbara Kendall, another of the deacons with
whom my mother served.

Mark your calendars for our next event, a Valentine’s Dance on Saturday, February 12, from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m. Our DJs will be Timoli Richardson'’s sister and brother-in-law, and
they are planning an evening that will be fun for all: adults and children, '
couples and singles. Come and bring a friend or two. If possible, please bring
some sort of finger food to share—cookies, cupcakes, party pizza, or whatever
you think of. Beverages will be provided.

Watch the bulletin and Fishermen’s News for announcements of other events as the year progresses.

Most of all, let's all make a New Year's resolution to keep in touch with our old friends (a note, card,
call, e-mail, or a friendly word at coffee hour) and make some new ones, too.

Elaine Magyar, Chair
Committee Members: Drew Fraser, Nancy and David Dickerman, Sandra Olson,
Timoli Richardson and Betty Stacey

MISSION COMMITTEE

This edition of the Fishermen News is being composed the second week of January. The
glow of happiness, coupled with the joy and memories of Greenwood’s participation with
Angel Tree, continues to leave pleasant thoughts in my heart for both Angel Tree and all of
you. | am currently doing the Mission Committee Annual Report, a time of year when we are
- g — tasked with reviewing each ministry, considering where cuts or additions should be made. It
is truly a balancing act, to be maintained within budget constraints.

Meanwhile, today is Wednesday, Jan 12, the one-year anniversary of Haiti's earthquakes. Emmy Kmet
reports that the Mission Committee recently partnered with Exeter Chapel under the World Relief umbrella.
They are adopting the community of Lilavois, Haiti. The Lilavois Church began 16 years ago and now has 500
members. In addition to conducting services, the church feeds 200 area children every day. There is also a
primary school educating 100 children. Both the church and school were heavily damaged during the
earthquake. There is still a lot of trauma from the earthquake and much work to do in the area.

Haiti has declared 1-13-11 as a National Day of Prayer and Fasting. Missionaries are asking
Greenwood and other supporting churches to keep them in prayer as they meet and conference with World
Relief to decide the next steps. We are all asked to humble ourselves, seeking God’s will for Haiti.

World Relief is only one of 21 agencies and specific missionaries we support. The job seems
overwhelming each year; yet, the peace and strength of Christ encourages me. Let us all seriously consider
what specific purpose God has for Greenwood. We all need to grow; some of us need to lose weight,
exercise, turn over a new leaf, etc.; however, what does God want of us?

Mission Committee: Co-Chairs Harry Curran and Wilma Swanson
Graciously supported by Deb Stacey, Emmy Kmet, Henry Ruppenthal, Jean Greco and Myrle Dean
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HART BEAT

During February and March, the children who will participate in the March Choristers Guild
Festival will meet on Sunday evenings from 5:00 p.m. -6:00 p.m. to learn the music to be sung
at the festival. Although registration for the festival is closed, all children in grades 3-8 who wish

to learn the music are welcome to attend the rehearsals! We can offer some of the music during

worship this spring.

NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Thank you to everyone who helped to make our Christmas Bazaar such a success.

\ A

Our profit of $9,800 will help to support our PW budget. Thank you also to Stu Mason, Jim —

Channell, Dick Collins, and the rest of the “Kitchen Crew” for preparing our delicious -

—

Christmas Dinner. We always appreciate having the men of the church serve as our K
waiters. We all enjoyed the wonderful program, “Angels in Heaven,” held in the sanctuary
after the dinner. These events always require a lot of work from many people, but they are also a time of

wonderful fellowship as we all work together.

During the months of February and March PW will be having their annual collection for the Gifts of the
Heart Kits. As you remember, we put out a plea for the school kits in the fall when all those items were on
sale. We did get plenty of items at that time, so we will be concentrating on the health kits now. Below is a
listing of suggested contributions according to the first letter of your last name. Thank you for your continued

support of this project.
Last Initials

ABCD
EFGHI
JKLMN
OPQRS
TUVWXYZ

Iltems

Hand Towels
Combs

Nail Clippers
Bar Of Soap
Toothbrush

There will be envelopes in the pews if you wish to make a cash donation to help with the shipping costs.

LOOKING AHEAD:

o The PWPSNE Winter Retreat will be at a new time and place this year. It will be March 18 and 19 at
the Hampton Inn in Mystic, CT. The Speaker will be Carol Showalter. The details will be printed in next

month’s Fishermen’s News.

e Our next PW Gathering will be held on April 5, at 11:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Please mark your

calendar for this event--more details next month.

We warmly welcome all of Greenwood’s women to attend these events.

Happy Valentine’s Day!

”o ”o 'Betty Mason for Presbyterian Women ”o ”o ”o

‘ROUND IN CIRCLES FOR FEBRUARY

Circle | (our Bible Study Circle) will meet on
Tuesday, February 22, at 1:00 p.m. in the church
parlor to continue their study of Revelation (Lesson
5: “Singing Hymns of Hope: Interludes of Salvation
for God’'s People”)

Circle Il will meet on Tuesday, February 8,
at 7:00 p.m. in the 29 Eleven room to participate in
a “Love Show and Tell” program.

Circle IV will meet on Tuesday, February 8,
at 7:00 p.m. in the church parlor. Evon Burge will

present a program titled, “The Protestant Church’s
Secret Weapon”.

Circle V will meet on Thursday, February 3, at
10:30 a.m. for their meeting and will then serve
dessert and coffee to the MS Key Club. (Please
note the change in Circle V's meeting date.
From now on this Circle will meet on the first
Thursday of each month.)

Circle VII will meet at 6:30 p.m. at the home
of Lynda Baker to begin work on items for this
year’'s mini-bazaar.

If you have any questions about Circles, please call me at 737-0717 or e-mail me at
bettystacey@cox.net. Copies of the current month’s Circle Notes are always available on the table in the
Narthex. Please feel free to come to any of the above meetings. You do not need to officially ‘join a circle’ to
attend one of our meetings. Watch the Sunday bulletin insert for any last minute changes.

Betty Stacey, Circle Coordinator

REQUEST FOR HELP

Thanks to your generous donations, Picasso Quilters have been able to complete just under 100
sleeping bags for the homeless. Now we need your help again. Ocean State Job Lot

has given us enough blankets for another 50 sleeping bags, but we are rapidly running
out of sheets and fabric for the outsides. If you, or anyone you know, have any cotton or
cotton blend fabric pieces at least 1 yard in length that you can donate to this project, as
well as any gently used sheets, we will put them to good use. You can leave your
donations, labeled “Picasso Quilters”, on the blue table by the back door.

Thank You!
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~~~ CAUGHT IN THE NET ~~~
Hospitalized since the last issue: Sympathy is extended to:

Myrle Dean
Ruth Allard
Ruth Devolve

Jim Ruegg
Jay David

The family of Flossie Harrison who passed
away on December 2, 2010.

Joyce Riccitelli who
David, on January 27.

lost her husband,

Best Wishes to:

The Mattis Family who welcomed a baby boy, Brennan William, on November 9. Melanie and big sister

Madison have been worshipping with us. Proud Grandma is Jean Brown. Great-Grandma is Barbara
Kendall. Best wishes to all!

The Duff family who welcomed a baby daughter, Grace Frances, on December 9.

Matt Gastall who recently became engaged to Siobhan Kierans and is planning a wedding next

September.
4 ‘ 4 N v VA
Birthday Wishes to:
Ruth Allard Sarah Fraser
Dick Arling Cheryl Gillard
Don Baker Carol Goodwin-Swanson

Martha Beard
Andrew Bergeron
Debbie Bryda
Pat Charpentier
Hannah Clark
Lydia Clark
Rachael Curry
Katie Dailey
Connor D’Albora
Melissa D’Albora
Nicole D’Albora
Amanda David
May Degnan
Ruth Devolve
Nancy Dickerman

Helen Hausman
Mike Koczan
Elaine Magyar
Jean Martin
Jay Martins
Julie McCaffrey
Steve Nazareth
Scott Paradise
Mandy-Lynn Phillips
Sherry Phillips
Sarah Prentiss
Cathy Schobel
Andrea Souza
Fred Summers, Jr.

39%er’'s FEBRUARY GATHERING

Wednesday, February 16, at 11:30 a.m.
Top of the Bay in Oakland Beach

Menu
Choice of Baked Scrod or Ham with Soup
Coffee or Tea, & Dessert

Cost: $13.00

Program in Fellowship Hall at 2:00 P.M.

“Radio’s Greatest Moments,” will be presented by Richard King, a radio historian.
If you need a ride or a reservation, please call Linda Gungle @828-7687.

DEADLINE for March FISHERMEN’'S NEWS is February 13.
Please leave articles in the church office or e-mail to FishNews@agccp.org
(Please include Fishermen’s News in the Subject line.)
To all: Please make an extra effort to abide by the deadline so that we can prepare the
newsletter in a timely manner. Thank you for your consideration.
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Mary and | want to thank all the ladies, not
only from Greenwood, but those from other
churches as well who participate in the annual
“Soup’s On” day. We look forward to it every year!
Everyone works so hard, and all the different soups
are so varied, savory, and delicious!

Thank you to all who work so hard to make
this wonderful event such a success!

Jonathan and Mary Farnsworth

Dear Friends of Greenwood Church,

Please accept my heartfelt thank you for the
many cards, phone calls, prayers, and the special
visit from Pastor Clark. | am blind in my right eye,
but will continue on. My trust in the Lord will see me
through in the days ahead.

In Christian love, Ginny Arling

Dear Greenwood Church Members,

Thank you for the beautiful flowers. Ben,
Charlotte, and | have truly been enjoying our new
addition. What a miracle Gracie is!

Merry Christmas! The Duffs

Dear Pastor Clark,

At the invitation of the Robert Petrucci
family, Dale and | were present at your annual
Christmas pageant. We thoroughly enjoyed “The
Evening News Hour.” All the actors and actresses,
including beautiful Baby Jesus, were outstanding.
Everyone involved in creating and directing this
Christmas pageant deserves much credit.

The spaghetti dinner was delicious, and the
service in the beautifully decorated room was
excellent. We thank all the participants for an
informative and entertaining evening.

May God Almighty richly bless everyone in
your congregation and their families.

Respectfully yours, Dale and Mary Quam

Dear Friends at Greenwood Church,

Thank you so much for all the prayers,
cards, visits, food and calls that | received during
my recent surgery and recovery. A special thank
you to Pastor Clark for visiting me in the hospital
and bringing me the chancel flowers. They were
beautiful and lasted a long time.

God bless you all, Sue Stock

| want to thank everyone who sent get well
wishes when | was hospitalized in December. It
was nice to know that my church family was
thinking of me when | wasn’t feeling well. | am
grateful to God for putting me and my family in a
church with so many caring people.
Blessings, Jay David

Dear Greenwood Church Family,

Thank you to all for your sympathy
expressed through cards, kind notes, and
thoughtful prayers following the loss of my
husband, Charles Davis. You are, indeed, a caring
and supportive church family. My family and | are
most appreciative.

In Christian love, Elaine Davis

Dear Pastor Clark,

Thank you for the nativity sculptures you
gave Tess and me. We display them in our rooms.
| enjoyed reading in the Christmas Eve service.
The whole night was fun and special. (Tess
liked it too.)

Love, Faith and Tess (Ruhren)

Dear Friends at Greenwood,

Thank you for your good wishes, cards and
the chancel flowers that you sent me after my hip
surgery. Then after my hip re-injury | received
beautiful flowers again at my home! | appreciate
your thoughtfulness. I'm blessed with a successful
surgery, though my recovery has been a little
slower than | expected.

Thanks again, Ron Swanson

Dear Greenwood Church Family,

John, Jenn and | would like to thank you all
for your kindness following the loss of my mother,
Florence Harrison. | know that | was truly blessed
in having Flossie and Ben for parents and that they
were blessed for being part of such a wonderful
church family.

Again, thank you for your lovely cards and
expressions of sympathy.

Love, Jean, John, and Jennifer Vincent

Dear Dr. Clark,

John, Jenn and | would like to thank you for
performing the funeral service for my mom,
Florence Harrison. We truly appreciate your kind
and caring words. My mom and dad loved being
part of the Greenwood Church family.

Please use the enclosed contribution
towards the Capital Campaign Fund or wherever
you feel it is needed most. Thank you again.

Love, Jean, John, and Jennifer

Dear Friends and Fellow Saints at Greenwood
Presbyterian Church,

We are so grateful for the many ways you
have reached out to our family, especially during
the latter days of our mother’s life and in
remembrances at the time of her passing. She very
much enjoyed the visit from Deacon Eric and the
beautiful flowers he brought from the church.
Elizabeth is surely present with the Lord this day,
enjoying that long anticipated reunion with the
Godly man with whom she shared sixty-one years
of married life. As one of her grandsons remarked,
“Pop Pop got a wonderful Christmas present this
year!”

At Mother's memorial service, Tom Conboy
observed that all who knew our mother will carry
their own memories of her. May those memories
include someone who allowed the love of Christ to
show forth from her life to touch us all in so many
uplifting and affirming ways.

With grateful hearts in Christian love,

The Silbert Family

Dear Pastor Clark,

Charlie and | thank you so much for the
beautiful Poinsettia that Eric delivered. Also, we
were pleasantly surprised to see Eric and his
brother, Jason, shoveling snow from around our
house the next day. The snow had drifted higher
than we expected and would have taken us some
time to dig out.

Everything was most appreciated. Thank
you again for thinking of us and please be sure to
thank Eric and Jason.

We wish everyone a blessed and happy
New year in 2011.

Thank you again, Cindy & Charlie Hackett
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